
High School Community Building Activities 

Two Truths and One Lie --> On a small piece of paper, students write down 2 truths and 1 lie about his/herself.  As a large 
group, or in smaller groups (based on time), form a circle and have each student take turns reading off the statements. 
 Start with yourself.  Students can shout out what they think is the lie.  After a few seconds of consensus or guesses, share 
the real lie with the group and/or details on a truth. 

Give One, Get One --> See the attached file.  Students must find a student who shares the same answer.  Once a match is 
found, each student write his/her name in their match's box.  Depending on time and size of the class, you can modify 
the rules for how many matches a student must find.  They can tic-tac-toe (4 in a row), black out (12 matches), or any other 
configuration that you like. 

Who is it? --> All you need to do this is scrap paper or index cards.  Each student must write down one thing they did over 
the summer that they think is unique (emphasize the uniqueness so that students don't say, "smoked and played with the 
boys").  After 2-3 minutes, collect all of the cards, including your own, and shuffle/ put into a bin.  Establish a method 
students should guess (raise hand, walk quickly up to board, shout out), but remind them that the first guess is always to 
the picker.  Also, establish how many guesses you'll allow (this keeps the game moving, and makes guesses more 
thoughtful).  You go first.: 1. Pick a card, 2. Read the card out loud, 3. Guess out loud who you think it belongs to.  4.  If you 
are right, that student picks the next card.  If you are wrong, implement your open guess method.  5. The student who 
guesses correctly repeats #1 - 4.   You can change the question about the summer to anything that you think will open 
students up. 

 

 

 

 

High School Community Building Activities 

Bull's Eye -->  This allows you to assess students' prior knowledge and interests as a class. You post bulls eyes around the 
room with a question above it.  Every bulls eyes' target ranges are labeled (in order from center to outer most ring: center = 
at home, in the neighborhood, in the city, in the state, in the country, outer most = in the universe/ completely lost)   The 
question can be about understanding (scientific method, solving 1 step equations; word problems; graphing), preference 
(working alone; working in groups; review guide; project vs. test; music on while taking a test, ect.), or interests (I like pizza, 
horror movies, rock/ hip-hop, ect.) .  Students write their name/ initials on the bull's eyes where they see themselves.  This 
also lets students learn more about each other and for your to see where the majority of preferences of your students are. 

Name Cards, Decorated Folders/ Binders  Many students love the opportunity to express themselves and be seen.  Have 
students create name cards or decorate folders specific to your content.  This not only helps you learn about the students, 
but allows time for you to play some music and do some “art therapy” with your students.  It also provides you with a 
method for identifying students who are not prepared at the door because all students should enter with their 
folder/binder. 

 


